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St Hilary’s is a fun place to learn
Former pupil



The school is proud of the range of scholarships it secures annually and the 
competitive and prestigious schools pupils go on to.  St Hilary’s takes its responsibility 
very seriously in securing the best next school for each pupil.  However, it is not 
all about results.  It is equally important that the boys and girls enjoy their time at 
school and that they buzz with excitement and anticipation with the wide breadth of 
opportunities we can offer.  This is what engenders the pupils to develop a love of 
learning and a thirst for knowledge.

We provide specialist subject teaching by dedicated staff at an early age in small 
class sizes.  Music, drama and competitive sport also play an important part in school 
life and outside of lessons; there is a rich programme of extra-curricular activities.

At St Hilary’s, we believe that children need to take risks with their learning,  
become independent learners and develop resilience and true grit.  Additionally,  
we believe that pupils need to show respect and tolerance and to have empathy 
and compassion.  And of course, good old fashioned manners still go a long way!

We hope this publication will give you a flavour of St Hilary’s.  Please do look at our 
website for further information and if you haven’t visited us already, we would be 
delighted to welcome you, show you our school and discuss your child’s education.

Mrs Jane Whittingham, 
Headmistress B Ed Cert Prof Prac SpLD

Welcome to St Hilary’s 
St Hilary’s is situated in the heart of Godalming and 
is a preparatory day school and nursery for boys and 
girls aged 2 – 11 years.  Pupils’ talents are developed 
and children are allowed to achieve their best in a 
dynamic, vibrant yet nurturing environment. 



Children in the EYFS are inquisitive and 
interested in exploring the activities 
available to them, and they enjoy 
working and playing with others.
ISI Inspection Report



The nursery section, taking boys and girls 
from age 2, is bright, fun, well organised and 
with fabulous outdoor area.
The Good Schools Guide



The overall feel is welcoming and homely.   The Good Schools Guide



The ethos of St Hilary’s sets it 
apart from some of the other prep 
schools, offering encouraging 
but unpressured prep school 
education.  Parents feel the school 
is ‘happy’ and we found smiling, 
carefree pupils learning and 
playing in a buzzy atmosphere.
The Good Schools Guide



St Hilary’s is a place 
for children to flourish, 
explore, thrive and grow 
in an environment where 
wellbeing and traditional 
values matter.
Parent of a former pupil



We wanted to thank you and all your staff for making our 
daughter so welcome at St. Hilary’s in her first term. It is such a 
relief to us that she has settled in, made friends and feels a part 
of life at St. Hilary’s. Most importantly she is happy and now that 
she is happy she comes home each day enthusiastically telling 
us about all she has done and learnt about at school. 
Y4 parent

The library is among the 
most inviting we’ve seen, 

with animal-themed 
cushions dotted around 

the genuinely relaxed 
seating areas.
The Good Schools Guide



The art room, in the converted barn,  
is a treasure chest of textiles, ceramics, 
oils and watercolours, with some 
fabulous results adorning the walls.
The Good Schools Guide

Pupils receive an excellent education 
in line with the school’s aim of 
providing an outstanding all-round 
education that equips pupils with 
the qualities and skills required 
in school and beyond, that 
recognises and uses their 
talents, and that ensures they 
achieve their full potential. 
ISI Inspection Report



At St Hilary’s you realise that, if children 
are in an environment where they are 

happy and inspired they will find talents 
and achieve things you would never 

have thought possible!
Y6 parent



Pupils across the school are highly successful in extra-curricular 
activities, especially art, sport, music and drama. 
ISI Inspection Report



St Hilary’s is a place to build confidence and self-esteem.  I was able to 
perform on the stage, be in sports teams and believe in myself in the 
classroom thanks to the teachers and staff who showed such faith in me.
Former pupil



One of my children is incredibly 
academic and the other isn’t and 
the school is ideal for both – and 
that’s the great thing about it as 
it pushes everyone to achieve 
their best.  If anything, they get 
more excited for my younger 
one doing well because he 
makes bigger jumps. 
Parent talking to The Good Schools Guide



St Hilary’s inspires 
children to be the 
best they can be.
Y6 parent



Thanks for guiding and supporting our daughter and her friends in  
Year 6 through the 11+ process and giving them not just the teaching 
they needed but also the confidence.  Our daughter went into the 
exams happy and confident and we are now in a lovely position to 
choose her new school. Her eight years at St Hilary’s have been nothing 
short of wonderful in every way.  Thank you for everything you have 
done for your help in her happiness and success.
Y6 parent





• Aldro
• Alton Convent
• Amesbury
• Bedales
• Benenden
• Box Hill

Leaver Destinations
• Brookham
• Christ’s Hospital
• Churcher’s College
• Cranleigh 
• Cranmore
• Edgeborough

• Farlington
• Farnborough Hill
• Frensham Heights
• Guildford High School
•	 Highfield
• King Edward’s, Witley

• Kingswood, Bath
• Lanesborough
• More House
• Pennthorpe
• Prior’s Field
• Queen’s Gate

• Rodborough
• Seaford College
• St Catherine’s
• St Edmund’s
• St Swithun’s
• St Teresa’s

• The Royal
• Tormead
• Wycombe Abbey

Over the last 10 years, our Year 6 pupils have achieved a total of 166 scholarships and 
awards.  We are absolutely thrilled with these wonderful results, which show each pupil’s 
excellent progress and achievement.  As an inclusive school, we are pleased that these 
results testify how effective the prep school model is.  Specialist subject teaching from a 
young age gives our pupils a solid grounding in an extensive range of subjects enabling 
parents to have the widest possible choice for their children at age eleven. 
Mrs Whittingham, Headmistress
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